JAVEA INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST CHURCH
HOME GROUP STUDY MATERIAL

For the week beginning 31st October 2010

Bible Reading: James 4: 2-6
Prayer

1.  What was your big “take away” from Sunday`s sermon?

2.  Describe a time in your life when you “prayed continually”.  What was your incentive and what helped you to overcome inertia?

3. Evaluate the statement, “God helps those who help themselves”.  What are the implications and how does your response to this question affect your prayer life?

4. In James 4:2 what ungodly behaviours keep people from praying?  Why is prayer not a part of some Christian`s daily lives?  Why does James believe that ungodliness eliminates prayer in one`s life?
5. How does this verse explain the role of a Christian being in “fellowship with God” in order to have an effective prayer life?

6. James 4:3 – List the types of wrong motives that get in the way of answers to prayer.  What do you think about James` belief that wrong motives explain unanswered prayer?
7. Why does James link wrong motives to pleasure?

8. Based on James 4:6, if you ask God for something, what realistic expectation might you have?
9. Is the principle formulaic, in that, if you do THIS, you will receive THAT?  Why or why not?

10. Describe your main doubt about prayer – is it about your faith or God`s faithfulness – or something else?
